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Pharmacy Council seeks views on fee increases 

The Pharmacy Council is asking pharmacists to provide their views on increases to the 
Written Examination and Annual Practising Certificate fees. 
 
Council Chief Executive Michael Pead says the proposed fee changes for the Written 
Examination are necessary to ensure the cost of providing the exam is recovered from those 
sitting it. The exam is an important step in the qualification process to be registered to 
practise pharmacy in New Zealand. 
 
“For the past three years, the Council has been subsidising the cost of the exam from the 
Annual Practising Fee paid by pharmacists. What we are saying in this consultation 
document is that we propose that the examination costs are fully recovered from examination 
fees,” he says. 
 
Also, contributing to the Written Exam fee change is an increase in the cost of the exam 
itself, which is produced by the Australian Pharmacy Council.  
 
The consultation document proposes the Written Examination fee in 2018 be set at of 
$1,119.53 (inclusive of GST), up from $520 (inclusive of GST). The exam fee was set in 
2013 and has not been adjusted since then. 
 
The Council is also seeking the views of the sector on a proposed increase to the Annual 
Practising Certificate fee paid by all pharmacists, which funds the work of the Pharmacy 
Council. This includes its disciplinary functions, setting standards and qualifications for 
pharmacists to practise in New Zealand, and providing advice to government on law and 
policy change which affects pharmacy. 
 
Michael Pead says the Council is proposing the Annual Practising Certificate fee for 2018 be 
set at $792.65 (inclusive of GST), an increase of $126.50 (inclusive of GST) from the 
previous year. 
 
“The fee increase reflects the growing increase in the Council’s workload. The role of the 
pharmacist in our health sector is growing and evolving, and it is vital we provide good advice 
to government on law changes which impact on the role of pharmacists and protection of 
public safety.  
 
“The Council is also making technology improvements that benefit the sector, such as the 
move to online registration, and we are seeing increasing complexity in the complaints and 
disciplinary cases that come before the Council.” 
 
The Council has provided four weeks for pharmacists and other interested parties to give 
their views on the fee changes, with submissions due by 1 December 2017. 
 
Contact 
To learn more about these consultations, please contact the Pharmacy Council via  
consultations@pharmacycouncil.org.nz or phone 04 495 0330.  
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